WPRA California Circuit Column – May & June 2007

By: Marilyn Peterson

Let me start this column with a sincere THANK YOU to Steve Chase and the entire Bakersfield Rodeo for remaining loyal to the WPRA and making sure their PRCA rodeo had a WPRA barrel race.  The WPRA didn’t disappoint the committee or the crowd.  It was a tough barrel race as indicated by crowd response,  and, as an indicator of good, consistent ground, checks were picked up in the slack and in both performances.  The money was spread around pretty well among our California competitors and our out-of-state buddies.  Norma Wood and Terri Wood Gates from Utah picked up 1st and 2nd checks; Dude Overton and Stacy Dial brought the money to California with 3rd and 4th.  Jolee Lautaret from Arizona was 5th, Linda Vick on her tough colt was 6th, Susan Luschar from Nevada was 7th, and 8th, 9th, and 10th went to California Circuit pros Monica Dunn, Janet Carlson, and Lisa Kline.  The WPRA barrel racers were well supported by the Growney group as well.  Special thanks to Susie Mills who made everything flow smoothly as usual, and to Rocky Steagal and Bill Pachaco for their excellent judging.
In conjunction with the Bakersfield rodeo, WPRA members were able to take advantage of an excellent jackpot put on by Marie Cabibi at Robertson Ranch in Bakersfield, only about 10 minutes away.  They had a successful 4-D with $1,000 added on Saturday and $500 on Sunday.  Linda Vick again went to the pay window on her great young horse (watch out Hollywood!!) – she won 1st on Saturday and 3rd on Sunday.  Dude Overton also had a great weekend as she not only placed 3rd at the rodeo but she was 2nd on Saturday at the 4-D.  Lorie Menez was 3rd, Lyndee Stairs 4th, and Jolee Lauterette was 5th on Saturday.  On Sunday Jody Reese smoked a run for 1st, Jane Johnson 2nd, Linda Vick 3rd, Candace Bartleson 4th and Gini Thompson 5th.  

The California standings will be updated soon – keep your eye on the website.  The reason the standings had fallen behind is that we did not receive results from 7 of the WPRA approved 4-D jackpots.  Jerri and Eva Jean are tracking down the results, and all of the standings should be up to date very soon.  

We have some great barrel races coming up in May and June. We have $1,000 added at Tehachapi on 5/12, $1,000 added in Lemoore on 5/19, $500 added at Valley City on 5/27, $500 added in Creston on 5/28, $500 added in Hayward on 6/1, $500 added at Creston 6/3, and $1,000 added in Lemoore on 6/30.  Keep your eye on the website for additional approvals; they keep coming in.  I’d like to put in a “plug” for the Creston WPRA approved barrel races, which I am helping to produce.  This is a Saddle & Buckle series of 6 races with $500 added to each race.  The high money winner on one horse will receive a Saddle Certificate for $1200, so you can choose the saddle you want.  The high money winner on unlimited horses will win a beautiful buckle.  Please call me if you have any questions on these races.

I haven’t been much of anywhere in the winter, so it was really good to see so many of my friends and fellow WPRA competitors at the Bakersfield rodeo and the Bakersfield 4-D.  It truly warms my heart to see the support of our members as we struggle through these difficult times.  And, despite setbacks, we DO continue to press on, to try to maintain the best possible barrel racing association for our members.  Again, though I have said this many times, it bears repeating:  Thank you Jerri Mann for your unrelenting support of the WPRA membership and the WPRA association.  We are truly blessed to have a great director like you.

Please call or email me with any good tidbits for my next column: 805-441-9715, or email at marilynjmanning@charter.net.  Until I see you again, happy trails and God Bless each of you.

