Turquoise Circuit News, May 2007

The season is now in full swing with our first rodeo of the year in the books.  Huge, huge thanks to the Cave Creek Fiesta Days Rodeo for their continued support of the women of the WPRA.  This committee has hosted a WPRA All Women’s event for many years in conjunction with the pro rodeo and hosted a WPRA barrel race with the rodeo once again in 2007.

Jolee Lautaret and Belle were the first to run at the Cave Creek rodeo and their 15.52 held up throughout the three performances to claim the victory.  Rookie leader Kathee Martin took second place.

On the note of bad news, Chapter President Joanie Cowden suffered a bad break to her leg when her horse spooked into a barrel at the Parker race.  Joanie required surgery and something like nine pins to put everything back together.  Being the tough nut that she is, she thought she maybe tore a ligament or something in her knee and didn’t even realize the leg was broken until she finally went to the hospital several hours after the wreck.  She had even gone back and made the horse go through the pattern correctly!  

She won’t be out at the races for a while as the doctors have ordered her to stay in the house for several more weeks.  The Chapter’s April race was turned into a benefit for their leader.  Here’s wishing Joanie a very speedy recovery, we hope to see her back out and about very soon.

Also some sad news which is very late in being reported but very sincere condolences to WPRA All Women’s Champion Kim Williamson on the passing of her father earlier this spring.  Kim’s dad was a terrific supporter of his daughter and we send our prayers to her during this difficult time.

I spent last week in Colorado Springs for our hearing for preliminary injunction in the lawsuit against the PRCA and PWBR.  Just to clarify, the lawsuit alleges misappropriation of our business value and interference with our present and future contracts with rodeo committees.  Full results of the hearing should appear in a story in this issue of the WPRN so I won’t repeat here other than to say that the hearing was an interesting and actually sad experience.  

Thank you to the other Board members who came to the hearing as well as 1964 WPRA World Champion Ardith Bruce and gold card member, many times circuit finals qualifier Dolli Lautaret.  It was so special to have support from these women, who remember where the WPRA was and how far it has come—Mrs. Bruce has been a member since the association was founded in 1948.  The stories she told were a far cry from some of the testimony and assertions being made by the women who appeared on the PRCA’s behalf.  

Many thanks are also due our attorneys, Dana Eismeier and Murray Weiner.  Of course, Dana has been with the association longer than almost all of the current Board members and Murray is a Colorado Springs attorney who acts like he has been with us forever, too.  We sincerely appreciate their passion for our cause and the classy way in which they argued our case.  I knew they were the right guys for us anyway but it was cemented for me when they both dropped their briefcases to rush into traffic and help a guy who had lost some metal beams off his truck as we were walking back from the courthouse the last day.  How many lawyers would have done that?  They truly are some of the good guys and we were blessed to have them on our side.

The Chapter has been having some very nice races, thanks as always to those ladies for their hard work.  Look for the upcoming June race in Williams.  Mr. Bob Dean of the Williams Labor Day Rodeo always takes care of the barrel racers so we can expect great ground and wonderful weather!

Speaking of June, don’t forget the first ever Gallup WPRA All Women’s Rodeo to be held June 8 & 9 at beautiful Red Rock State Park.  This rodeo is $1000 added with two go’s.  On Sunday following the rodeo is the Leo Mitchell Memorial NBHA Barrel race which is co-sanctioned for the WPRA and WPRA Juniors.  It all adds up to a full weekend of WPRA action.

Thanks again to everyone for their support; it means the world to me to know that you are behind us.  Best wishes for the upcoming races and may you be blessed in all you do.

